
TAX EXEMPTION CARDS FOR
OFFICIAL PURCHASES

TAX EXEMPTION CARDS FOR
PERSONAL PURCHASES

Under U.S. law, the Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office (TECRO), the Taipei
Economic and Cultural Offices (TECOs), their eligible employees and dependents, are eligible
for tax exemption privileges.  These privileges are authorized by the American Institute in
Taiwan (AIT), not the U.S. Department of State.

Tax exemption cards issued by the American Institute in Taiwan can be used to obtain
exemption in person and at point-of-sale from sales taxes and other similarly imposed taxes
on purchases of most goods and services, hotel stays, and restaurant meals in the United
States and its territories. They may not be used for exemption from taxes imposed on
purchases of motor vehicles, gasoline/diesel fuel, utility services, airline tickets, cruises, or
property taxes.  

These cards incorporate state-of-the-art security features and elements that determine the
cardholder's entitlement to tax-exemption privileges.  To verify the validity of an AIT-issued
tax exempt card, visit: https://egov.ofm.state.gov/tecv/.

A GUIDE TO
TAX EXEMPTION CARDS ISSUED BY THE

AMERICAN INSTITUTE IN TAIWAN

Used by TECRO, TECO
Payment in TECRO or TECO's name
Individual pictured need not be present

OWL symbol
No restrictions on
purchases. 
Valid only for
official purchases.

Not transferable
Any form of payment acceptable
For use by and benefit of individual pictured 

EAGLE symbol 
No restrictions on
purchases.
Valid for personal
purchases by
cardholder only. 

0012024

For additional information visit  https://www.state.gov/sales-tax-exemption
or email the Office of Foreign Missions at ofmtaxcustoms@state.gov.

https://egov.ofm.state.gov/tecv/

